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To Revitalize Religion 


HERE HAS BEEN scarcely any great culture without a great religion as its 

foundation. The emergence of virtually all notable cultures have been either 
simultaneous with or preceded by the emergence of a notable religion which has 
constituted its most valuable component. The decline of any major culture 
has again been marked by either the decline of its religion, or by a replacement of 
one religion by another. . . . What is needed . . . concerns not the 
essence of the great religions but its revitalization and the modification of their 
secondary traits. It is essential to recover a vital sense of the living presence of 
God, of union with the Infinite Manifold, such as has been experienced by the 
mystics and other deeply religious persons. . . . This re-awakening of intense 
religious experience is inextricably connected with the actual application, in overt 
behavior, of the ethical norms of religion. The transformation of overt conduct 
in the direction of practicing what one preaches is another fundamental change 
that must be effected by the leading religions. . . . The revitalization of re- 
ligion consists precisely in these two essential tasks: (1) re-creation of a genuine 
religious experience; (2) realization of ethical norms in the overt behavior of the 
believers. A truly religious person, feeling vividly the presence of God, walks 
humbly and reverently on this earth and loves the other children of God and all 
living creatures to his utmost capacity. PITIRIM A. SOROKIN, in The Recon- 


struction of Humanity, Beacon Press, Boston. 
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letters to the Editors 





Says Presbyterian Church Has State Tie 





Goverment Subsidies 


To the Editors: 

Congratulations on doing a good job. 
Now may I ask a question? 

“Physician heal thyself” is sometimes a 
disconcerting proposition. It may even 
confront the Church in speaking to the 
State or as parts of the Church speak to 
one another. This is more so when a 
“principle” is involved. A point at hand. 

I am puzzled why some Southern Pres- 


byterians are very exercised over the 
“principle” involved in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church securing state help to trans- 
port children to church schools to learn 
reading, writing and arithmetic and de- 


votion to Jesus Christ, granted that in- 
cludes devotion to Pope Pius, when they 


do not seem exercised at all about the 
“principle” involved in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church receiving state aid 
to teach youth in church schools how to 
fire rifles most effectively at their fellow- 
men, including Christians, and how to 


stick the bayonet most effectively into the 
guts of the other fellow, first, even if he 
is a Christian, at the same time to be 
properly devoted to Mars, granted that 
includes U. S. military leaders. 


In other words ,could such a church 
school as Chamberlain Hunt Military 
Academy remain open without its gov- 
ernment subsidy and would Davidson Col- 


lege give up the R. O. T. C. glory which is 
hers if the New Jersey Catholic schools 
give up their state busses? I’m puzzled 
how the “principle” is applied in such a 
situation. Will you give light?... 


HENRY LOFQUIST. 
Asheville, N. C. 


Best Outline 


To the Editors: 

Your paper carried the best outline of 
the objectives of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress I have seen... . I 
need another copy for work I’m going 
to do with Auxiliary Training School 


classes. . Please send more. . 


VIRGINIA (Mrs. W. M.) BAKER. 
Mebane, N. C. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—AIl newly-appointed 
leaders (and others) should have a copy 
of this issue referred to above. A few 
remain. These may be secured at 10c each 
postpaid, while they last. 


Miami’s Virtues 


To the Editors: 

4 In the Florida News Letter ac- 
count of my comments regarding “Life” 
magazine’s uncomplimentary article on 
Miami (March 8) the statement should 
read, “Omitted from the picture, he said, 
were references to Miami's ‘steady popu- 
lation of respectible, law-abiding men and 
women, who, according to reliable observ- 
ers, attend church in greater numbers 
than those patronizing the race tracks.” 

Numerous other facts were cited in the 
letter to “Life’s” editor to indicate that 
his write-up was in no sense a fair por- 
trayal or analysis of Miami as claimed. 

The reply which I received from the 
editor of “Life” is significant: “As a news- 
magazine the important aspects of Miami 


to us are not that it has welfare agencies 
and well established churches, but that it 
is one of the most lavish and showy win- 
ter playgrounds in the world.” Exactly! 


JAMES H. CALIGAN. 
Miami, Fla. 


Noticed Some Words 


To the Editors: 

I have been noticing some words pub- 
lished in letters from correspondents in 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 

A few months ago I read “Scribes, 
Pharisees, Hypocrites” and the name of a 
fine, young preacher was signed to that 
article. 

Recently THE OUTLOOK came and I 
find the word “bigot” and that was signed 
by a young woman who writes quite often 
to the editors. a 

She said, “Most of the bigots I know, 
are not of retirement age, but are young, 


vigorous men with closed minds.” Won. 
der if these two YOUNG people are 
agreed? I would say to your correspon. 
dent that one definition of a bigot is, 
“One who is intolerant of opinions which 
differ from his own,” and I would add that 
“A bigot may be a woman.” 
His and yours, 
REV. JOHN W.° DAVIs. 

Minden, La. 


Don’t Let It Cook Too Long 
To the Editors: 

. . Allow me to express my continu. 
ing satisfaction with your excellent pa. 
per, and to endorse strongly your well. 
meant editorial to allow the matter of 
church union to “simmer” for a year in 
the church (March 1), although there ig 
always the danger of allowing food to 
cook too long. We in the border synods 
are much more conscious of the necessity 
to consummate union than are some of 
the brethren more distantly acquainted 
with our sister church. 

Thank you for the stimulation given 
to my thinking. 
R. W. JABLONOWSKI, JR. 
Edinburg, Texas. 





GET READY NOW FOR 


MAY 2-9 


Christian Family Week 


To help in your church’s observance of this important week, THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN. OUTLOOK offers the following pamphlet reprints which attract 
a wide and enthusiastic response from pastors and people. 

These by the incomparable Kenneth J. Foreman will be especially helpful 


in Christian Family Week: 


1. Practical Helps In Having Family Prayers. 


75c.; 100 for $1.50. 


5c each; 25 for 50c; 50 for 


All these are 5c each or 100 for $1.00: 


2. How to Use Sunday. 


4. Fill the Cup Gently. 


8. How to Introduce Your Child to Christ. 
5. How Can Baptism Mean More to Me? 


6. Ten Reasons for Being a Christian. 


ALSO: 
7. How to Know the Will of God. 
print of four articles. 


8. How Far Can Young People Go in Following Christ? 
Patterson and others. 5c; 25 for 50c; 
Excellent for any time in the year: 

10. How to Get More Out of the Bible; 
12. How to Get More Out of the Hymnbook; 


Church; 
of Prayer; 


5e; 25 for $1.00; 100 for $3.00 (Re- 


Every young person, especially, should have a copy.) 


By Marjorie 


50 for $1.00. 


9. How to Get More Out of Going to 
11. How to Get More Out 
13. How to Listen to 


a Sermon; 14. How to Stop Worrying. 5c each; 100 for $1.00. 
OR, one each of all OUTLOOK REPRINTS, 50c. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
403 E. Franklin Street, 
Richmond 19, Virginia 
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ORDER TODAY 
' Send these pamphlets in 
letters. 


Place them in bulletins. 


Send to young people away 
at college. 


Distribute after a sermon 
(or before). 


Leave them in the vesti- 
bule. 


Distribute to homes. 


i Make Christian Family 
Week Last Through the 
Year! 
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Protestant Leaders 
Oppose UMT Before 


Senate Committee 


Van Kirk Says Compulsory System 
Will Receive Strong Opposition 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Any at- 
tempt to establish a system of compul- 
sory universal military training ‘‘will 
meet with widespread opposition from 
the churches” of America, the Senate 
Committee on Armed Services was told 
here. 

Walter W. Van Kirk, secretary of the 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill of the Federal Council of 
Churches, declared this opposition 
would spring ‘‘from religious and moral 
reasons.’’ 

Dr. Van Kirk was one of a number 
of Protestant leaders who scored UMT 
at a committee hearing. The others in- 
cluded Charles F. Boss, Jr., executive 
secretary of the Commission on World 
Peace of The Methodist Church; Huber 
F. Klemme, executive secretary of the 
Commission on Christian Social Ac- 
tion of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church; and Edwin T. Dahlberg, presi- 
dent of the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

Dr, Van Kirk told the Senate group 
that the Federal Council of Churches 
“believes the crisis which now confronts 
the world is of a kind that can best be 
met by accelerating the economic and 
social recovery of Europe and Asia.’’ 

Council Votes 28-14 

In presenting the statement, Dr. Van 
Kirk noted that on November 18, 1947, 
the executive committee of the Federal 
Council voted 28 to 14 against a system 
of compulsory military training. At the 
time the committee took this action, ten 
national religious bodies had expressed 
opposition to universal military train- 
ing. 

Dr. Van Kirk said that the denomina- 
tional actions to which he referred did 
hot necessarily represent a unanimous 
judgment of the denomination in ques- 
tion, but added that to his knowledge 
“no one of the communions related to 
the Council has supported or is now sup- 
porting the measure, although the rep- 
resentatives of the Protcstant Episcopal 
Church on the Executive Committee of 
the Federal Council have requested that 
that communion be dissociated from the 
presentation of the statement’’ to the 
Senate Committee. 





Dr. Cunningham 


THE MODERATOR ISSUES AN 
URGENT CALL TO PRAYER 
The critical international conditions 
which have startled the world in recent 
days lay upon Christians everywhere a 
grave responsibility, We dare not be 


complacent. We are not without per- 


sonal obligation. It is within the pro- 
vince of the Christian Church to influ- 
ence world leaders by our intelligent in- 
terest and prayers. The peculiar con- 
cern of the church is that peace based 
upon Christian principles may be real- 
ized. The possibility of another war is 
overwhelming. The desire of America 
is undoubtedly for peace. We will sup- 
port our President in his desire ‘‘toward 
securing the peace and preventing war.’’ 
What methods the Government finds es- 
sential to accomplish those ends are our 
concerns as citizens. That the ends may 
be achieved is peculiarly the concern of 
all who have yielded their loyalty to the 


“Prince of Peace.’’ 

Let us as ministers, officers, and mem- 
bers of the church give ourselves to such 
importunate prayer now as will be as- 


sured of God’s answer. 


J. R. CUNNINGHAM, Moderator. 


OxnamAsksPresident 
To Seek New Policy 
Averting War Threat 


Says Force Without Positive 
Democratic Program Inadequate 


New York. (RNS)—Charging that 
President Truman has not done every- 
thing to avert threatened war with 
Russia, Methodist Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam of New York urged here that 
“every possible step be taken that can 
keep this catastrophe from mankind.”’ 

Bishop Oxnam warned that ‘‘a foreign 
policy based upon the erroneous assump- 
tion that an ideology can be contained 
by force leaves the initiative in Com- 
munist hands, directs our attention to 
the building up of military might, and 
creates the impression that war is in- 
evitable.”’ 

He declared further that “it is the 
practice of democracy and the creation 
under freedom of justice and brother- 
hood that will eradicate Communism.” 

“An attack upon Communism, unac- 
companied by a democratic program,” 
he said, ‘“‘is not likely to be successful.” 

Bishop Oxnam spoke at a luncheon 
given to him and Mrs. Oxnam on com- 
pletion of their first quadrennium of 
service in the New York Area of the 
Methodist Church. More than 800 per- 
sons attended the event, at which nu- 
merous tributes were paid to the bishop. 

Ralph W. Sockman, minister of Christ 
Church in New York, presided at the 
luncheon. Henry Knox Sherrill, presid- 
ing bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, spoke in behalf of other 
churches, 


Urges Conference 


Bishop Oxnam urged that the U. S. 
invite Stalin to conference, ‘‘to sit at the 
table and there seek to work out some 
understanding that will avert war.” 

He suggested that the President 
should ‘‘send a delegation of the best 
minds of this nation to that conference, 
tough minds, democratic minds, relig- 
ious minds.’’ 

“If we made such an effort,” he said, 
“and gave it proper publicity through- 
out the earth, and the peoples of the 
world knew that the United States of 
America, facing the threat of war, had 
done all in its power to avert it, that re- 
sult alone would justify the conference. 
But I believe greater results might fol- 
low.”’ 
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He also proposed that delegations rep- 
resenting religion, science, art, labor, 
education, business should go to Russia 
at once to confer with similar represen- 
tatives there, ‘‘solely for the purpose of 
coming to understand each other,” and 
that similar delegations should come 
here. 

Bishop Oxnam urged the President to 
send a delegation of religious leaders to 
confer with church leaders of the world. 
This delegation would express to them 
the President’s ‘‘sincere desire for peace 
and his prayer that religious leaders 
everywhere may seek to develop the 
public opinion essential to peace.”’ 


Questions Use of UN 


The Methodist leader questioned 
whether the President has made “full 
use” of the United Nations. He urged 
Mr. Truman to instigate the summon- 
ing of a special UN session “to present 
the whole issue and there to seek solu- 
tion.” 

Declaring that ‘‘the church has a 
stake in all this,’’ the bishop stressed 
that ‘“‘the churchman must speak; the 
churchman must act to the end that this 
nation takes every possible step to avert 
war, to build democracy, to maintain 
peace.”’ 

Bishop Oxnam also charged that op- 
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position to universal military training 
by church, labor, education and other 
groups has been “inadequately reported 


+ in the press.” 


“TI believe that churchmen across this 
nation, as citizens, believe in a strong 
national defense,’’ he said, ‘‘but they 
are not convinced that universal mili- 
tary training contributes to that de- 
fense. 

“On the contrary, they believe it 
weakens our defense by draining off vast 
sums for routine and unimaginative 
training in large measure useless in the 
contemporary scene.” 

The bishop asked why there was not 
“early pressure back of the Marshall 
Plan similar to the present pressure for 
universal military training?”’ 

“Why is it that these billions have 
not been made available earlier for the 
food and the materials essential to the 
reconstruction of Europe?” he added. 


Noted Russian Philosopher, 
Berdyaev, Dies in Paris 


New York (RNS).—Nikolai Alexan- 
drovitch Berdyaev, regarded as one of 
the greatest religious philosophers of 
the century, has die@d in Paris at the 
age of 74, according to word received 
here. 





No Time For Hysteria 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





N OMINOUS NOTE of hysteria is 
becoming manifest in our national 
life. From leaders in the nation’s 

capital down to the man in the street, 
people are talking as if war were both 
imminent and inevitable. Nothing in 
the international situation has changed 
sufficiently to justify this temper. 

It is true that the nation was shocked 

by the destruction of democracy in 
Czechoslovakia. But this event did not 
change the power realities of Europe. 
We had known long since that Czecho- 
slovakia was in the Russian orbit and 
that it would not and could not chal- 
lenge Russian foreign policy. 
* The Czechs believed that if they were 
wise enough to accept Russian foreign 
policy the Russians would be wise 
enough to let the Czech democratic sys- 
tem alone. This proved to be a mis- 
taken belief. But the mistake did not 
change the international picture. 

The other seeming cause for increas- 
ing hysteria is the forthcoming Italian 
election. The Communists have the pos- 
sibility of winning that election. If they 
do not win it there remains the possi- 
bility that they will increase their 
strength sufficiently to become a perma- 
nent threat to the parliamentary sys- 
tem in Italy. This is indeed a serious 
prospect. But no one denies that the 
Italian election will be free. It repre- 
sents a genuine democratic contest of 


power between Communism and the 
West. 


Is it not foolish to meet the political 
threat of that election by hysterical talk 
of increased armed force? Actually the 
Christian democratic party would have 
a better chance of winning the election 
if it presented a genuine platform of 
land reform and did not rely so much 
purely upon American power and 
threats of religious ex-communication 
for those who differed with it. 


We are living in a most insecure 
world and must take every possible de- 
fensive precaution in it. The danger 
which confronts us is many-sided and 
strategic precautions are therefore jus- 
tified. But the primary danger is ide- 
ological and political, Russia is not 
likely to make military ventures in 
Europe. She is anxious to infiltrate into 
western Europe by ideological and po- 
litical pressure. She will of course 
ultimately use any position so gained 
for strategic purposes, 


But the more we rattle the sword and 
make military threats against political 
dangers, the more we strengthen tho 
Russian propaganda in Europe. We 
must be firm; but we ought also to be 
sober. The note of hysteria in our voice 
and in our manners is bad both for our 
security and for the peace of the world. 
—(Copyright 1948 by RNS.) 
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Once described by the late Dr. Wil- 
liam Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
as “one of the most important religious 
authors of the time,’ Berdyaevy had 
been since 1923 editor-in-chief of the 
YMCA Russian press in Paris, as well 
as editor of Putj (The Way), a publi- 
cation devoted to articles on Russian 
religious philosophy. 

Although a devout member of the 
Russian Orthodox Church and strongly 
reflecting the Oriental viewpoint in his 
writings, Berdyaev enjoyed a consider- 
able reputation among Protestant and 
Roman Catholic theologians and schol- 
ars. 

Known as an outstanding opponent 
of Marxist atheism, one of Berdyaev’s 
most famous works was his “The Fate 
of Man in the Modern World,” pub- 
lished in London in 1935, in which he 
stressed the theme of ‘‘man’s freedom 
and man’s calling to creativeness.” 

Berdyaey constantly reiterated that 
the destiny of man at the present time 
is to recognize that his calling under 
God is not just for individual salvation, 
but to work with God for a continua- 
tion of creation. Creation is still in 
the hands of God, he affirmed, but God 
required the participation of man for 
the realization of human and cosmic 
destiny. 


Conflict With State 


Berdyaev remained consistently loyal 
to the Patriarchal Church in Russia, 
but in his youth he held Marxist views 
and made such outspoken demands for 
reform in the church that he ran afoul 
of the Czarist regime. 

Born in Kiev in 1874, Berdyaev at 
the age of 25 was exiled from his na- 
tive city to the north of Russia for 
criticizing the Holy Synod of the Rus- 
sian Church as “a political body at the 
mercy of the civil power.”’ He was again 
threatened with banishment in the early 
part of 1917 for voicing similar criti- 
cisms. 

After the Revolution, Berdyaev was 
appointed to the chair of philosophy in 
Moscow University, but his demands for 
academic and religious freedom caused 
him to be imprisoned twice and later, in 
1922, to be exiled by the Communists 
from the country as “an upholder of re- 
ligion.” 

Berdyaev’s latest book has not yet 
been published. It is his ‘“Autobio- 
ography,” which is scheduled for re- 


lease shortly by the YMCA Russian 
Press. 





Reprints Now Available 
THE AUBURN AFFIRMATION 
An Analysis 
By Judge D. H. Edington 
Single copy, 5c; 25 for 50c; 


100 for $1. 
ORDER TODAY FROM 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
Richmond 19, Va. 














here 


its 
mi 


fat 
Ar! 
bel 
ha 
as 

tio: 
pes 
Cir 
the 
evi 


the 


wil 
ho 
Th 
ole 
thi 


wo 


pe 


Ca 
£0 


the 
sta 


he 
dw 


to 
ga 


thi 


pe 


in; 


APRIL 12, 1948 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


@ Presbyterian elders and those who elect them will read 
here of one of 60 years ago who magnified his opportunity 


Captain Billy, Elder 


By EDWARD B. PAISLEY* 


ao = 








E WAS A RULING ELDER in a little church in Ar- 
kansas in 1889. The church had but one elder. He 
had been responsible for its organization and was 

its chief supporter. He was the.son of a Presbyterian 
minister, a North Carolinian who had died in his early 
manhood. His mother had married again, and his foster- 
father, seeking employment, had moved his family to Tulip, 
Arkansas, a prosperous plantation center in those ante 
bellum days. The family was poor and at fourteen the boy 
had found is necessary to seek employment in a local store, 
as a clerk. There had been little time for formal educa- 
tion, though I have seen the well-thumbed copy of Shakes- 
peare’s dramas carried by him in his knapsack during the 
Civil War, and a letter written by Dr. James Woodrow 
thanking him for his encouragement during the famous 
evolution controversy. At nineteen the Civil War had 
come, and he had enlisted in the Tulip Rifles soon to become 
Company I of the Third Arkansas Infantry. By the age 
of twenty-three he had served on the hard road to Romney, 
in the seven days battle around Richmond, had been se- 
verely wounded at Sharpsburg, and incapacitated for fur- 
ther duty in the ranks, had been made a Captain and as- 
signed to a medical unit in Charlotte, N. C. He had ex- 
perienced the fall of the Confederacy, and had faced life 
without work or funds. 

He borrowed enough money in North Carolina to buy a 
horse, rode it to Arkansas, and, upon arrival, hitched it to 
a plow, for the season for planting was rapidly passing. 
That fall he borrowed a small amount of money from his 
old employer and traded in cotton. From the proceeds of 
this venture he established a small store. He courted and 
won his benefactor’s daughter, entered a partnership at 
Dobyville, another country community nearby, and pros- 
pered. 


He’d Rather Work Than Eat 


He was a merchant who loved his business, I am told. 
Captain Billy’s eyes would fairly shine as he sold a bill of 
goods. He would tell his wife, when meals were delayed 
by his tardiness, ‘“‘I had rather sell goods than eat.’” When 
the Iron Mountain railroad was laid diagonally across the 
state to Texas, and a branch line was built from Gurdon 
to El Dorado, and a lumber mill was located at Gurdon, 
he saw his opportunity. There he built a store and a 
dwelling, moving his business and his now large family 
to this growing community. Then he set about to help or- 
ganize a Presbyterian Church. 

Not long ago I came across a piece of yellowed paper 
containing the preliminary draft of a narrative report on 
the state of religion in the Presbyterian congregation of 
Gurdon for the year 1888-89. It was in the handwriting of 
this elder, William McLean Paisley, or Captain Billy, as 
he was affectionately called. 


The Narrative Report 


Naturally, it is of much interest to me, his youngest 
child, and one of his four sons to enter the ministry. As 
I read it I felt that it would be of interest to other church 
officers, who, like him, live and labor in difficult situations. 
Here it is as he wrote it: 





*Dr. Paisley is secretary of the Division of Home, Church 
and Community of the Board of Christian Education in the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, Philadelphia. One of this pa- 
per’s contributing editors, he is well-known throughout the 
US church as the former president of the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School. 


“During the past year and in fact ever since our organi- 
zation our little band has engaged the ministerial services 
of Rev. J. C. Williams who preaches for us regularly morn- 
ing and night one Sabbath in each month. His preaching 
has been earnest and faithful and well attended, not only 
by our own members, but all the church-going people of 
the town and by those who are not [here ‘in the Lord’ had 
been written and marked out and the following words sup- 
plied] ‘members of any church.’ We only have one Elder 
and one Deacon and labor under the disadvantage of not 
having a house of worship of our own. During last sum- 
mer there was a great revival of religion in our town 
and four who confessed Christ, together with several valu- 
able members who joined by letter, united with our church 
soon after the meeting closed, giving us in all eight addi- 
tions to our church at that time. 


“There is no special evidence of spiritual growth in some 
of our members, and we acknowledge with shame that we 
do not as a church live up to our duty and our privileges. 
All manifest considerable zeal in the Sabbath school, but 
family worship is neglected by some. The observance of 
the Sabbath in our town is far from being that which it 
should, but there has been a manifest improvement in that 
proposition within the last few years. 


“Our people appear to do what they can in worshipping 
the Lord with their substance, but we are weak, quite a 
large proportion of our members being young people de- 
pendent yet upon their parents, and our contributions are 
therefore small. 


“There is now but little intemperance in our town, com- 
pared with former years, and while there are still tempta- 
tions in the way, our people as a whole show but little dis- 
position to bring reproach on their profession by engaging 
in worldly amusements. There is no organized effort in 
our town looking to the instruction of colored people by the 
whites, nor of looking after the destitute, though they are 
not wholly neglected.” 


How revealing may be a brief bit of writing! Of course 
there was doubtless guidance by way of suggested topics to 
be included in these narrative reports. But here is a snap- 
shot of an elder’s mind and heart. I note the genuine ap- 
preciation of the pastor; the joy in reporting a revival; the 
concern for spiritual growth, attendance at worship, family 
worship, the Sabbath school; and the evidences of social 
consciousness. I like the words “our little band” and ‘‘our 
town.” 


As Dr. Thornwel] Put It 


When I had read this paper I turned to my library and 
read again the words of James Henly Thornwell, used in 
concluding his article, ‘‘Presbyterianism and Eldership”: 


“It only remains very briefly to state the qualifications 
of the Ruling Elder. These are, 1. true godliness; 2. good 
sense; 3. tenderness. These make an Elder indeed. We 
often mistake the qualities that are necessary to the ef- 
ficiency of the office. It is not learning so much, or social 
position, or outward advantages that are required. Give us 
godly men, men understanding the Gospel, men courteous, 
tender and possessed of the confidence of the people, and 
in connection with the ministers of the Word, they will 
accomplish an incalculably great and blessed work.” 


And I meditated upon the fact that the Presbyterian Sys- 
tem stands or falls upon these qualifications of its elders. 
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From a Moderator’s Diary 


By WILBUR 


EB. 14. The last day of the national laymen’s conven- 
tion carried us to a great spiritual mountaintop, and 
the atmosphere was spiritually so tense that the men 

had difficulty in holding the tears back as Dr. Charles T. 
Leber in his dramatic way presented our foreign missions 
program, and as John Foster Dulles explained the impor- 
tance of the Christian moral force in giving direction to 
international affairs. ‘‘The Soviet Union has moved into 
a power vacuum.” Our failure to live up to our professed 
belief in true brotherhood, tends to create a moral vacuum 
which gives Communism its opportunity. The influence of 
an individual is greatly increased when he becomes the 
exponent of a moral principle. And when he joins with 
others of like faith, as Presbyterian laymen are now doing, 
his power can be terrific. . . And so the greatest conven- 
tion of -Presbyterian laymen in history came to an end, 
with everyone feeling that our beloved church is moving 
forward to new heights. . 

Feb. 21. Columbus, Ohio. Visited by Rev. 
John W. Miller, in charge of our Westminster Foundations 
in Ohio, where the work is unusually effective, because 
organized on a nationwide basis. This work with our 
young people in the colleges (more than 2,000 Presbyte- 
rian students in Ohio State University alone) may well be 
the most vital sector of our whole missionary front, be- 
cause of the opportunity to train for full-time Christian 
service. 

Feb. 22. . Ample compensation for the hard life of 
a moderator is to meet with hundreds of consecrated min- 
isters and laymen, and to observe everywhere the fine loy- 
alty to our church. Also it is gratifying to see our be- 
loved church pushing forward eagerly on so many fronts at 
one time: Restoration, New Life, Laymen, Youth, Benevo- 


lence Budget, Presbyterian Life, New Curriculum, new 
missionary activity, expanding seminaries—never in our 
history have we moved forward on so many fronts. But, 


best of all, is the wonderful spirit behind it all, and the 
deep love for Christ and the church, which one finds all 
the way from Boston to Anchorage. 7" 

Feb. 24. Am distressed over the tragic failure 
of Presbyterianism in Cleveland to live up to anything iike 
its potentialities. Many ministers are neglectful of their 
duty to presbytery. Many laymen putting civic causes 
ahead of the church in their giving. One wealthy church 
playing a lone hand. Some strong, rich churches not giv- 
ing to our benevolences as they should. Very able min- 
isters, good quality of membership, ample money, but 
neither the right spirit nor effective teamwork in a wealthy 
and rapidly growing presbytery which could easily be one 
of the greatest Presbyterian strongholds in America. . 
Feel better after visiting Westminster church in West Ak- 
ron... . I fear that our church is being hurt by the extent 
to which retired ministers without pulpits participate in, 
and, in some cases, control, the decisions of our presby- 
teries, and become commissioners to General Assembly, 
displacing younger ministers who have congregations, and 
to whom attendance at General Assembly is of untold value. 

Feb. 26. Had very satisfying experience in New York 
addressing about 100 of the officers of Dr. John Sutherland 
Bonnell’s church (Fifth Avenue). There could hardly be 
a finer group of Presbyterians in the United States, all 
men of prominence and ability. But what I like most 
about Dr. Bonnell’s church is its wonderful spirit of prayer. 
He has six prayer circles, small groups, each of which has 
had a significant Christian experience. Many of our 
churches concern themselves little with prayer, except as 
part of the regular church service. A church without deep 
prayer is like a house without windows, an orchestra with- 
out music, a river without water. I cannot help feeling 
that it would have both a unifying effect and a stimulating 
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effect on our whole church if all Presbyterians could tune 
in on Dr. Bonnell’s Sunday afternoon vespers broadcast 
(ABC Network, 1:30 P. M., EST). Wouldn’t it be nice to 
feel that we are all listening to the same thing? His au- 
dience is already over 1,000,000, and his message is car- 
ried over more than 100 stations. . 

March 2. . . . Am upset over the unfair operation of the 
rotary system in electing commissioners to General Assem- 
bly. There is one presbytery in which under this rigid sys- 
tem no active minister with a congregation can be elected 
as a commissioner during the next seven years because 
seven retired ministers have priority. I beg our presby- 
teries to see how this is hurting the cause of Christ, and 
I pray that our retired ministers will see it. . 

March 4, . . We were driven to Fulton, Mo., where I 
addressed the 500 young men students of Westminster 
College (Dr. William W. Hall, Jr., brother of Dr. Cameron 
P. Hall, is president.) . . I leave St. Louis tremendously 
pleased by the strength of our churches here and by the 
teamwork between them. I have only one suggestion: The 
young ministers have insufficient voice in presbytery. It is 
unwise to have a board of trustees within presbytery which 
functions like an inner cabinet deciding major problems 
and policies. This does not represent the best type of de- 
mocracy and tends to make the younger voices inarticulate 
or ineffective. Every problem, large and small, should be 
threshed out on the floor of presbytery —-MONDAY MORN. 
ING. 





Clergy Overworked, Underpaid 


Chicago (RNS).—wWilbur LaRoe, Jr., moderator of 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
said here that the nation’s clergymen are overworked 
and that most of them get paid less than half as much 
as bricklayers. 

The moderator, holder of the highest position within 
his denomination, charged that while bricklayers are 
now earning $18.50 per day most ministers ‘‘do not re- 
ceive anything like half that salary.”’ 


Presbyterian laymen must increase their pastors’ sal- 
aries, he said, and also help the clergy in their work. 
Ministers are overworked, he stressed, because most 
laymen “take the position that ministers are paid to do 
all the work of the church.” 

LaRoe charged that laymen forget their religion ‘from 
Monday morning until Sunday night.’’ Actually, he con- 
tinued, the church should be ‘‘a sort of spiritual service 
station to which we laymen go on Sunday to get our 
low batteries recharged for work of the community.” 

Criticizing the lack of continuity of executive leader- 
ship in the Presbyterian Church, LaRoe said, ‘‘ We elect 
our moderator for one year, and almost before he has 
come to understand the problems of the church a new 
moderator is elected. 


“It is as if the Standard Oil Company elected a new 
president every year. No corporation would tolerate 
such a condition for a minute. And we must not for- 
get that the Presbyterian Church is a great corporation, 
with an income of over $78,000,000 a year from all 
sources. The executive weakness to which I refer is 
attributable to our custom of treating the moderator- 
ship as largely an honorary position.”’ 

LaRoe suggested that ‘‘a step in the right direction” 
would be to elect a vice-moderator for five years and 
give him a salary of $12,000 ‘“‘with the understanding 
that he will be the executive head.’ ’ 
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**See How Those Christians Die!’ 
By J. B. GREEN* 


HE WITNESS was dying, but her testimony was and 

is living. And that it may live more widely, it is 

being written and published. Through her example 
she being dead, yet speaketh. 

The subject of this story was a nurse. For more than 
twenty-five years she taught and practiced nursing in the 
same hospital; and through her nursing she served. All 
her life she lived for others. A sister said of her that she 
was the most unselfish person she had ever known. 

A Sudden Illness 

Rather suddenly she became seriously ill. 
attack began, she was engaged on a case. 
and pain she was seen lying on the floor. A little later 
she laid herself down on a table. Some one seeing her 
on the floor and on the table called the doctor to her aid. 
Tests were applied to determine the nature of her ailment. 
It was decided that an operation would be necessary. Her 
sisters were notified. The surgeon found that peritonitis 
had already developed. The operation over, the doctors 
and nurses made every effort to save the patient’s life. They 
inserted four tubes into her body: one in the incision, one 
through her nose into her stomach, and two in other open- 
ings. These tubes were meant to drain out the fluids of 
her body and eliminate the poison. They administered 
medicines hypodermically and fed her through her veins. 

It was in that condition that this rare nurse-patient gave 
her testimony. She sang and prayed and spoke words of 
confidence and hope. She sang psalms and hymns and re- 
cited Scripture. Some songs she sang over and over again 
He Taught Me How to Watch and Pray; Jesus Lover of My 
Soul; What a Friend We Have in Jesus; The Old Rugged 
Cross; I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes Unto the Hills; The Lord 
Is My Shepherd; Tell Me the Old, Old, Story; Praise God 
From Whom All Blessings Flow; Is My Name Written 
There?—these are some of the songs which she sang. She 
prayed the Lord to let her live, if living, she could continue 
to serve. She closed her prayers with these words of suk- 
mission: Not my will, but thine be done. Like the Lord 
she placed ‘‘mine’’ under “‘thine.’’ Shortly before she lapsed 
into unconsciousness, she laid her hand in a sister’s hand 
and calling her by name said: ‘‘We need not worry. We 
only need to place our hand in Jesus’ hand, and he will 
lead us on.” 

Those in the room with her listened with wonder 


When the 
In her weakness 


and 
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deep emotion. They had never witnessed anything like 
what they were seeing and hearing. A sister told the writer 
that that experience was one of the high points of her life; 
that she would carry the memory of it in vivid recollection 
as long as she lived. 

One testimony like that of this praiseful sufferer is worth 
a hundred sermons. How one could wish that worldlings— 
all worldlings—could have witnessed that death-bed scene. 
What a testimony to the power of divine grace, to the com- 
fort of Christian faith, to the reality of the Saviorhood of 
Jesus Christ. Joseph Addison, the British essayist, had a 
wayward nephew. When Addison lay dying he sent for 
the ungodly youth to come to his bedside that he might see 
how a Christian can die. It is a great thing to go out 
singing! 

Death is swallowed up in victory; 

O death, where is thy sting? 

O grave, where is thy victory? 

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As I listened to the story of the triumphant death of 
that child of grace, my heart melted within me; and I 
said to myself, How beautiful must have been the life that 
was crowned with such a death. What are houses and 
lands, what the wealth and wisdom of the world, when 
compared with the true riches of her estate! As I thought 
on the glorious ending of that unselfish life of service, I 
remembered the prayer of double-minded Balaam, and 
made it my own: 


“Let me die the death of the righteous; let my last end 
be like his.” 


The Beauty of God’s Peace 


It was my privilege to look upon the face of this child 
of God as she lay in her casket. It was a picture of per- 
fect rest. I recalled with new understanding of its mean- 
ing that fine phrase of one of Whittier’s hymns, ‘The 
beauty of thy peace.’’ As I mused, the heart-finding words 
of Rev. 22:3-4 came to mind . . “and his servants shall 
serve him; and they shall see his face; and his name shall 
be on their foreheads!’’ What does that mean? I think 
it means that when his servants shall see his face, they 
shall have faces that answer to his face—faces like his. 
What glory that will be! That glory is hers whose tes- 
timony is here recorded. Will it be ours? 
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EDITORIAL 


Whose Church Property? 


In current discussions of Presbyte- 
rian church property one important fea- 
ture needs to be clarified. 

In the latest Digest of the Acts and 
Proceedings of our General Assembly 
the statement is made that “‘in the final 
analysis the right in and to all prop- 
erty within its ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
belongs to the Church as a whole. This 
is the opinion which has been sustained 
by the Supreme Court of the United 
‘States (Watson vs. Jones, 13 Wallace 
679) in the ‘Walnut Street Church 
Case.’ ” 

Unfortunately writers in our church 
papers, on both sides of the fence, have 
accepted this statement at its face value. 

But the statement is in error. It 
is the digest editor’s own inference from 
the court’s decision and is totally un- 
warranted by the facts, an unfortunate 
misreading of the decision. 

The decisions of the courts do not 
say that a church’s property belongs to 
the entire denomination, and, in fact, 
it does not. The courts have routinely 
upheld the right of a denomination to 
enforce its own agreed-upon rules as 
they have declined to intervene in such 
matters except to sustain orders and 
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judgments of the regularly established 
ecclesiastical authorities. 

In the famous Watson vs. Jones case 
on which the Supreme Court gave its 
decision in December, 1871, among 
many paragraphs like it, the court de- 
clared: 

“All who unite themselves to such a 
body do so with an implied consent to 
this government, and are bound to sub- 
mit to it. But it would be a vain con- 
sent and would lead to the total sub- 
version of such religious bodies if any 
one aggrieved by one of their decisions 
could appeal to the secular courts and 
have them reversed. It is of the es- 
sence of these religious unions and of 
their right to establish tribunals for the 
decision of questions arising among 
themselves, that those decisions should 
be binding in all cases of ecclesiastical 
cognizance subject only to such ap- 
peals as the organism itself provides 
for.” 

It is incorrect, then, for Presbyte- 
rians to say that a local church’s prop- 
erty belongs to the entire denomination. 
The property belongs to and is under the 
control of the local church—so long as 
that church remains in the denomina- 
tion. When or if a congregation (or 
presbytery or synod) leaves the denomi- 
nation, then its property, by our consti- 
tutional provisions, comes under the 
control of the next higher ecclesiastical 
judicatory. But so long as a Presbyte- 
rian church, US, remains in the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, then its property 
is its own. 


Religion and the Schools 

Although requested, there has as yet 
been no definite ruling on current pro- 
cedures in weekday religious education 
in the public schools of Virginia. The 
department of Christian education of 
the state council of churches has 
brought forward several extremely val- 
uable suggestions which could be fol- 
lowed if changes prove to be necessary. 
Here they are: 

1. Move the classes to nearby 
churches. From 60% to 75% of all 
weekday religious education in the U. 
S. has always been conducted in nearby 
churches. Classrooms can be fitted up 
and an effective and continuing program 
can be conducted. The plan, used in 
many cities, is held to be better because 
(a) it provides a closer tie with the 
church; (b) it brings the group more 
definitely under the leadership of the 
weekday church bchool teacher; (c) it 
provides opportunity for worship and 
special services; (d) rooms may be 
equipped and materials may be left in 
a church center situation. 

2. Erect special religious education 
buildings. This plan was first proposed 
by Thomas Jefferson in connection with 
his plan for teaching religion at the 
University of Virginia. This would 
have special importance for rural com- 
munities. Why should not the churches 
erect a religious education building ad- 
jacent to the public schools and use 
such a building for all classes in week- 
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day religious education and for many 
other good purposes? Many local 
churches, it is pointed out, have been 
built to serve a single congregation hay- 
ing far less resources than would be 
available from the united Protestant 
constituency of the community. This 
plan should certainly be explored and 
adopted in various communities. 

3%. Use busses in rural communities, 
Large busses, equipped with desks and 
other apparatus to accommodate from 
30 to 40 pupils are used in some locali- 
ties. 

4. Arrange for other non-public 
school buildings. A room in a nearby 
building or home could be rented for 
this purpose. 

5. Develop high school Bible study 
plan. It may be possible to develop and 
enlarge the plan followed in various 
states under authorization of the state 
school boards whereby the Bible is 
taught by the school itself. 

6. After school and Saturday classes, 
Before the “released time” plan came 
into operation in New York City, this 
plan was used for more than 20 years. 

The plan which would seem to us to 
be most effective is not mentioned in 
this list. It is far more difficult, more 
distant in its realization. Instead of 
setting up religion as a course of study 
apart from the rest of a pupil’s daily 
concern, we look longingly toward the 
time when religion will be integral to 
every course in the curriculum and will 
be taught in that way. As Mr. Justice 
Jackson declared in the recent Cham- 
paign decision, ‘“‘Perhaps such subjects 
as mathematics, physics or chemistry 
are, or can be, completely secularized. 
But it would not seem practical to teach 
either practice or appreciation of the 
arts if we are to forbid exposure of 
youth to any religious influences.” 
(OUTLOOK, Mar. 22.) Then he goes 
on to stress the fundamental interre- 
lation of religion and music, architec- 
ture, painting, biology, literature, his- 
tory, and the rest. 

Such a plan depends primarily upon 
the personality, character and training 
of the teacher. But if we are not mis- 
taken, this was the situation which ob- 
tained in earlier days in this country. 
To say that we cannot do this now is 
an interesting if not devastating com- 
mentary “on our schools, teachers, 
churches, communities and our national 
culture. 


A Hope for Peace 


With the international war-talk din- 
ning in our ears it is not easy to main- 
tain our perspective. One wonders if 
and hopes that a man like Howard K. 
Smith, chief of the CBS European news 
staff, in company with reporters from 
40 to 50 nations in Lausanne, Switzer- 
land, sees the picture more accurately 
as he declares in the midst of the 
weekly Philharmonic concert: 

“In 12 years as a foreign correspon- 
dent I’ve seen a lot of crises but I’ve 
never scen one like this one. In the 
past week, here on the . . shores of 
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Lake Geneva, at a UN conference on 
information, I’ve talked to men who 
should know a good deal about it. . 
Their predominant view of the crisis 
has been, as the funnyman in the 
Broadway play said, “No foundation all 
along the line.” . 

“Opinions among the world’s re- 
porters gathered here is that there are 
several motives for the war talk which 
originates almost exclusively in Wash- 
ington. First, it may be to break down 
Congress’ economy mania at a time 
when economy may be the most expen- 
sive thing we can’t afford. Second, it 
may be to assure our European friends 
who might vote communist through 
fear, that we shall have enough forces 
to intervene locally in event of uncon- 
stitutional seizures of power by the 
communists. Third, it may be to warn 
Russia that our postwar peaceful mood 
is changing. And that should Russia 
make the fatal mistake of aggression— 
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we can in time turn the areas she con- 
quers into inferno. 

“In sum, all of Russia’s provocative 
moves that have led up to the present 
crisis appear to be defensive, to avoid 
war. All of America’s provocative war 
talk appears to be essentially preven- 
tive, to preclude war. As long as the 
aims continue to be this, local crises are 
likely to continue breaking out on the 
map like a rash. People’s nerves are 
likely to take an awful pounding. But 
there is not likely to be a war. 

“I’m not among those who believe 
that in a circumstance like this a war 
can break out by accident. Every mod- 
ern war, the first and second world 
wars, the Jap war in China, Mussolini's 
Ethiopian war, all of them have been 
coldly calculated long beforehand and 
have begun on set dates. They have 
not been the result of accidentally up- 
setting a delicate belance. This time 
the cold calculation seems against war.’’ 





WHERE SATAN’S THRONE IS 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“T know where you live: where Satan 
has his throne!’’—Rev. 2:13, American 
translation. 


F YOU HAD ASKED the citizens of 
Pergamum to show you Satan’s 
throne they could not have done it. 

It was invisible, as Satan’s throne al- 
ways is, and most of those who live un- 
der its shadow do not know it is there. 
But the Christians of Pergamum, read- 
ing those words of the Revelation, knew 
that they spoke the truth. They would 
think of the’ powerful alliance in Asia 
between the state and a bad religion; 
they would think of the immense carved 
white altar (still to be seen in Berlin 
before the war), one of the noblest art 
objects of that or any time, and yet an 
altar devoted to an immoral and cruel 
god. To live on the underside of a bad 
city, however beautiful, is hard, but that 
is where those Christians lived. So they 
were not surprised to hear that Satan’s 
throne was in their town. 


ATAN must have moved his throne 

by this time. Pergamum is no 

longer worth his aitention, and 
if he still keeps an office there it can 
be easily run by some third-rate devils. 
He may now, indeed, have many 
thrones, and one of them may be in 
your town. 


OR YOU, TOO, may live in a place 
where evil seems so much stronger 
than good, so much more popular, 

so much more attractive, so permanently 
entrenched, that you wonder if there 
could be a worse place on earth. It 
may be some city whose chief claim to 
fame is its encouragement of vices other 
cities prohibit. It may be a town where 
hard liquor is easier to get than good 
cold water; some city or village where 


public officials are drawn from the most 
unscrupulous class of society; where 
police and thieves, or police and prosti- 
tutes, work together for the common 
illfare; where every public voice speaks 
for the exploiters of the common people; 
some place where if criminals are ever 
punished it is only because they are 
poor; some countryside where profess- 
ing Christians are few and where mur- 
der and adultery are commonplace; 
some community where gangsters or 
even horses are buried with more pomp 
and ceremony than public benefactors; 
where the prosperity of the place is built 
on the misery of helpless men; where 
organized religion is show and sham, 
hiding its face from public and private 
evils; a community perhaps where not 
only the church half-starves but even 
the community chest perennially fails 
to meet its quota; where racial hatreds 
soil the streets with blood; or where 
vocal religion is chiefly sound and fury, 
signifying nothing but ignorance. .. . 
Whatever the reason for your local 
abominations, the altar to false gods 
may be costly and beautiful, your city 
or your green valley known far and 
wide; you who know the depth of the 
shadows within it, may feel that it must 
be the seat of Satan’s throne. 


FLL? SUPPOSE IT IS! Then 
let the Christians of Pergamum 
give you courage. They had 

their sore temptations, it is true, and 
under some of them they fell. Some of 
the worst elements in their city made 
their way into the very church, for the 
shadows around Satan’s throne are 
blurred and shifting, and in that half- 
light it is hard to see the clear line be- 
tween good and evil. Nevertheless, 
even to citizens of that dark city it could 
be said: ‘‘Yet you clung to my name and 
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did not renounce your faith in me.” 
manna to feed your soul. 

Satan has no jurisdiction over the free 
heart; in the very shadow of his throne 
one may carry the banner of a greater 
King. Is the air dark with the power 
of evil? All the more need for a bright 
standard of faith that bewildered men 
may see. Satan’s capital, is it? Itisa 
doomed city, for no throne of his en- 
dures. Even if you are a prisoner there, 
you are a prisoner of hope. Live in the 
crooked city as one who belongs in the 
City four-square. Live in the dark 
country as a son of Light. Even in that 
barren city you shall not starve; if you 
seek it, there is always the hidden 
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19. ADDISON A. WALLACE 

One of the men whose names will live 
for years in the minds and hearts of the 
Presbyterians of Missouri is the name 
of Addison A. Wallace, for 50 years the 
beloved pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico, Mo. Born on a farm 
near Independence, Mo., on Christmas 
Day of 1862, Addison Alexander and his 
elder brother, William, the brilliant 
jurist whose witty and earnest invita- 
tion brought the General Assembly to 
Central Church of Kansas City many 
years ago, heard from childhood the 
story of the horrors of the War Between 
the States and of the reconstruction 
days that followed. Yet Addison Wal- 
lace was too great a soul to live in the 
past or to poison his mind with the 
prejudices of sectionalism. In one of 
the General Assemblies of his church, 
when a certain ruling elder made an 
impassioned speech against reunion in 
which he foolishly said, ‘‘Why there is 
not a man in all this Assembly who 
really believes in union with the North- 
ern Church,” distinguished-looking, 
white-haired Dr. Wallace rose to his full 
six-feet three inches, and interrupted in 
his high-pitched voice that could be 
heard all over the congregation, “Mr. 
Moderator, Mr. Moderator—I just wish 
to say that I do’’—with a resultant roar 
of laughter. 

After retiring from the Mexico 
Church, Dr. Wallace supplied the Ful- 
ton, Mo., church in a wonderful way 
until it could secure a pastor. Since 
some of his children were living in the 
East, Dr. Wallace and his daughter 
moved to New Jersey where the retired 
Missouri pastor has enjoyed himself 
visiting Presbyterian churches and oc- 
easionally filling a pulpit. Out of these 
sunset years of his life there comes 
again and again from his pen such a 
message as this: ‘‘We are just one 
church”; “There are some. great 
preachers here in these churches in the 
East’; ‘I was never more at home in 
my own church at Mexico than I feel 
here in our church in New Jersey.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Church Women Stand 
For ‘Rights’ Program 


Texas News Letter 





When the Texas Council of Church 
Women met in Dallas early in March 
it took its stand firmly and unanimously 
upon six civil rights points. Coming 
from a constituency of 800,000 women, 
these 155 delegates from practically all 
Protestant denominations said they 
favored: (1) Strengthening the ma- 
chinery for protecting civil rights of all 
people and for states to set up perma- 
nent commissions on civil rights to com- 
plement a federal commission on civil 
rights; (2) The right to safety and 
security against lynching, police bru- 
tality, involuntary servitude and injus- 
tice in courts; (3) The right of every- 
one to citizenship and its privileges of 
voting and bearing arms; (4) The right 
of freedom of conscience and expres- 
sion; (5) The right to equality of op- 
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portunity, employment, education, hous- 
ing and health service; (6) The right 
to public service and accommodations. 


Reaction of Opposition 
In Dallas and Marshall 

When news of this rather general en- 
dorsement of basic principles reached 
the ears of some of the women back 
home there came a quick reaction—in 
one or two centers. In Dallas the women 
of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Cathedral an- 
nounced they were pulling out, charging 
that the Council had entered politics by 
what they termed endorsement of the 
President’s civil rights program. Then 
500 women in Marshall drew up a pro- 
test seeing in the declaration ‘an ob- 
noxious scheme to link the church with 
politics.”” Georgie Starr Hart, Marshall 
clubwoman and a member of the State 
Democratic Executive Committee, called 
the protest meeting. Its sole purpose, 
she said, was to keep the church out 
of politics. “Continued separation of 
church and state,’”’ she declared, ‘‘is the 
only way we can maintain our religious 
freedom.” All good women of Texas, 
she insisted, should band together to 
oppose ‘‘the pernicious idea of using the 
church in politics.”” She did not indi- 
cate what the church should do or say 
when an existing social order deprives 
individuals of their fundamental rights 
or liberties. 


University Students Object 
To Governor Jester’s Stand 

Protesting the stand of Texas Gover- 
nor Beauford H. Jester on the proposed 
civil rights program, three religious 
groups at the University of Texas—the 
Newman Club (Catholic youth organiza- 
tion), the YMCA and the YWCA cabi- 
nets—joined with four other university 
clubs in urging endorsement of the pro- 
gram. In a letter to the governor, the 
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students declared: ‘‘A large percentage 
of the state’s population is composed of 
minority groups who are growing more 
conscious of the denial of social, politi- 
eal, and religious rights and privileges 
such as equal protection of the laws, 
suffrage, citizenship, employment, edu- 
cation, hospitalization, health and public 
services. Since up to the present time 
the state has been unwilling to guaran- 
tee the above rights and privileges to its 
minorities, we feel that the only solu- 
tion lies in federal legislation. .. .” 


Trueblood Calls for Redemptive 
Society Within the Church 

At the annual week of lectures at 
Austin Seminary, D. Elton Trueblood 
said, ‘‘The major strategy is to turn the 
present church members, one by one, 
into participants in a truly redemptive 
society.’’ Such a society, he explained, 
would seek “the total penetration of our 
total culture by the total gospel.” This 
would not replace the church but would 
create within the church the ‘‘redemp- 
tive society.” Five minimum conditions 
for membership would be: (1) Com- 
mitment; (2) Witness; (3) Fellow- 
ship; (4) Vocation (transcending pro- 
fession); (5) Discipline (including 
worship, solitude, silence, humanity, 
austerity). Nevin Harner in his lectures 
said religion and education are not two 
things, but one; that religion must be 
re-introduced as “an integral part of 
education in our public schools, together 
with a revitalization of the church’s own 
program of religious education.’’ Robert 
White Kirkpatrick made a strong plea 
for the use of imagination and emotion 
in preaching. The cure for dullness is 
not brilliance, he said, but reality, 
Westminster Fellowship Organized 
At Tillotson College for Negroes 

Under the leadership of William 
Knox, Austin Seminary student, a West- 
minster Student Fellowship has been 
organized at Tillotson College for 
Negroes, an institution of the Congre- 
gational-Christian Church. Students 
from the State University helped get it 
underway. 


Dallas Presbytery Moves Ahead 
In Establishing New Centers 

Dallas’ extension program is moving 
steadily along under the direction of 
Cecil Lang, the executive secretary. The 
extension committee is sponsoring the 
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new Covenant church and Charles A. 
Tucker, formerly of Corpus Christi, is 
that church’s pastor. The Sunset church 
is being helped to move to an attractive 
new location. The eight cooperating 
churches have approved a_ $50,000 
budget for this church year as they 
look forward to developing one new 
church unit each year for the next five 
years. ... Dr. Lang has instituted the 
clinical method in getting people to con- 
centrate on the Program of Progress. 
From January 7 through March 3 the 
program was carried on in 24 churches, 
reaching 190 Sunday school teachers, 
353 women leaders, 207 church officers 
and 1,946 church members, Elder Paul 
Donald of Bowie financed the program. 


Miscellany 


An Association of Presbyterian Day 
Schools has been organized in Western 
Texas Presbytery with Mrs. J. M. Brooks 
of Falfurrias as president. George West 
Diehl, chairman of the committee and 
founder of the movement in that presby- 
tery, presided over the organizational 
meeting. . . . The concentrated efforts 
of the churches of the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley brought into the membership of 
the church on the Sunday before Christ- 
mas, it is now reported, 168 members as 
a result of an intensive visitation evan- 
gelism program... . The Roman Catho- 
lic Bishop of Galveston calls for more 
Catholics to take places of leadership 
in executive, legislative and judicial 
circles in the state government. ... 
Houston Baptist pastors recently pro- 
tested the city council’s ruling that they 
could not hang banners across the 
streets to advertise revivals even though 
the Houston Fat Stock Show appeared 
to have all such privileges. . . . Epis- 
copal women are still barred from ves- 
tries in the Diocese of Texas. A Waco 
pastor declared that the spiritual leader- 
ship of the church ‘‘is a matter of male 
birthright.””,. The churchmen in their 
annual meeting also approved continued 
segregation of Negroes and whites at 
certain church functions. . . . Southern 
Baptists are being offered an 880-acre 
ranch site 20 miles southeast of Santa 
Fe, N. M., for summer conference 
grounds (altitude 7,437 feet). The cen- 
ter will have to be.operated on a south- 
wide basis, else it will revert to New 
Mexico Baptists. 
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Bruce Boney Named Field 
Director for Program 


To aid in extending the promotion of 
the five-year Presbyterian Program of 
Progress Bruce C. Boney has been ap- 
pointed field director, according to an- 
nouncement by Roy LeCraw, director of 
the program. Dr. Boney, formerly busi- 
ness manager of Arkansas College, has 
recently been Midwest director of the 
Program of Progress, going to his new 
duties in the Atlanta office March 1. He 
has served as pastor in Texas, Missouri, 
and Arkansas and has been active in 
many phases of civic and patriotic ac- 
tivities. 


It was explained by Colonel LeCraw 
that Dr. Boney will keep in constant 
touch with synod and presbytery leaders 
in the program, conducting conferences, 
providing materials, and, in general, su- 
pervising the outreach of the effort. 
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Defense Department Reports 
29 Ministers Are Chaplains 


Ten Southern Presbyterian ministers 
are serving as chaplains in the Army, 
seven in the Navy, seven giving fulltime 
and five acting as part-time chaplains 
in the Veterans Administration, accord- 
ing to information from the denomina- 
tion’s Defense Service Department, now 
in the Executive Committee of Religious 
Education and Publication. 


During ten months of the church 
year receipts by this department 
amounted to $32,582. or more than 


$12,000 less than disbursements. Listed 
as paid out by the department are: $2,- 
000 to the Chaplains’ Memorial Build- 
ing, Washington; $20,852 to churches 
in 18 camp areas; $3F.576 to univer- 
sity and college centers (31 different 
churches serving students in 30 different 
institutions). 
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| Reports to the General Assembly 








RADIO COMMITTEE 


A great door and effectual is opened 
unto our church in its radio ministry. 
We now have sixty-three stations on the 
live voice Presbyterian Hour network. 
That is probably the best coverage of 
any network religious broadcast in our 
territory. It compares favorably with 
the largest non-commercial network ac- 
ceptances in the nation. 

Many stations have requested to be 
included in the network. But having 
already good coverage, we could not 
undertake additional AT&T line charges. 
That led us to think of producing a tran- 
scribed series of thirty-minute worship 
programs of similar format to the Pres- 
byterian Hour and offering them to the 
industry in the south. We had secured 
recordings of some of the leading Prot- 
estant and Reformed leaders of various 
nations as they came to America, so we 
prepared a series under the title, ‘Like 
a Mighty Army.”’ This series includes: 
Dr. E. T. Thompson, Moderator John 
R. Cunningham, Col. Roy LeCraw, John 
Foster Dulles, Congressman Walter 
Judd, together with Pastor Martin Nie- 
moeller of Germany, former Moderator 
James Hutchison Cockburn of Scotland, 
Rev. Sir George MacLeod of Iona, Dr. 
T. Z. Koo of China, Prof. S. F. H. J. 
Berkelbach of Holland, Dr. E. C. Ur- 
win of England, and Dr. Rajah Mani- 
kam of India. 

This series attracted attention of 
other denominations and interdenomi- 
national agencies, It was offered to the 
radio stations in the south as the first 
of a continuing year around series. The 
acceptances were immediate and over- 
whelming. We were not prepared. The 
series is now being aired by 115 stations 
all over the Assembly, in every synod 
and in almost every presbytery. 

We have also discovered a great 
demand for fifteen-minute daily devo- 
tional programs. We cannot yet supply 
the demand. There is no longer the 
prejudice against recorded programs. A 
transcription professionally prepared 
will have wide acceptance over the ever 
increasing number of stations. There 
are over six hundred radio stations in 
four hundred cities and towns in the 
south. That is our potential outlet for 
the preaching of the Gospel in our radio 
ministry. God has given us this door. 
Shall we enter in or leave it to others 
whose message and methods are in 
many cases an offence to truth and good 
taste? 


Encourages United Effort 


The radio industry discourages com- 
peting denominational programs and by 
the same token encourages the united 
approach. Having given time to co- 
operating groups, the radio stations in 


the south have no objections to the de- 
nominational series, We announce our 
programs as being produced by the 
Radio Committee of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States. 

A summary of what has been accom- 
plished by the cooperating denomina- 
tions in the south is quite impressive: 


63 stations in our live voice network. 

115 stations taking “Like A Mighty 
Army” series. 

80 stations accepting special Easter 
and Mother’s Day programs. 

60 stations taking Presbyterian 15- 
minute devotions. 

110 stations taking Methodist Sunday 
School promotion programs. 

150 or more stations accepting Bap- 
tist programs. 

Stations in the south GIVE over 10,- 
000 individual station programs to the 
cooperating radio committees in addi- 
tion to time given to local churches and 
ministers’ associations, If this time had 
to be purchased, it would cost us be- 
tween $306,000 and $400,000. 

Our Presbyterian share in this total 
shows that our Presbyterian Radio Com- 
mittee has had our programs accepted 
by 238 separate stations, giving us 
nearly 2,500 individual program periods, 
the commercial value of which would 
be over $80,000. 

The Protestant Episcopal Church on 
February 29 made a unique use of 
radio. Several hundred stations co- 
operated. Loud speakers were installed 
in practically every Episcopal Church 
in America. The Presiding Bishop made 
an appeal for Church World Service. 
The goal was $1,000,000 but in two 
weeks more than $1,200,000 had been 
received: They are planning to put on 
a week day religious program at a prob- 
able cost of more than $250,000. 


The 1948 Presbyterian Hour 


The Presbyterian Hour will be on the 
air during the summer or fall of 1948. 
The Radio Committee has adopted the 
same theme as the Program of Pro- 
gress: “CHRIST, THE ONLY ANS- 
WER.” 

The following speakers have been 
chosen: Rev. Darby Fulton, Rev. John 
R. Richardson, Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, 
Jr., Rev. Walter Rowe Courtenay, Rev. 
John Melton, Rev. Robert W. Miles, 
Rev. A. Hayden Hollingsworth, Jr., 
Rev. Harry M. Moffett, Jr., Hon. Hugh 
White, Rev. William B. Ward, Rev. 
William H. McCorkle, Rev. Paul T. 
Jones, Rev. Kenneth Phifer. These 
speakers are not chosen by the director 
but by the designated sub-committee of 
the Radio Committee. 


The Protestant Radio Commission 


On March 17, 1948, the Protestant 
Radio Commission was formed. It is 
somewhat similar in organization to the 
Protestant Film Commission. Sixteen 
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denominations having active radio com- 
mittees and eight interdenominationa] 
agencies have indicated their purpose to 
become members. The plan is to con- 
serve what is now being done, to plan 
an over-all Protestant strategy, and to 
coordinate the various programs s% as 
to make the most effective and well 
rounded emphasis. Our Radio Commit- 
tee has signified its purpose to join. 


Local Radio Committees 


Radio Committees in synods, presby- 
teries and in local communities can be 
of great help in our radio work by their 
personal contact with the local stations. 

In enlisting stations for new offerings 
the local contact is worth more than 
many letters from our office. 

Then in publicizing the programs in 
the area covered by the stations, local 
committees and local pastors can render 
a great service. Transcribed programs 
are aired at different times over differ- 
ent stations. That time should be an- 
nounced locally. 

Here are items that can be done in 
each community: 


1. Keep in touch with cooperating 
station. 
2. Put publicity in local newspapers. 


3. Make announcements in churches, 


orally or in the church bulletin. 

4. Put posters in conspicuous places. 

5. Send cards to members. 

6. The stations give us the time. 
Have our people write stations apprecia- 
tions for courtesies. 

7. Urge members to write in for 
copies of the message. This is one way 
by which a station gauges the listener 
interest. 


Use of Recordings in Our Churches 


The use of recordings with or with- 
out film-strips offers many varied op- 
portunities for education and promo- 
tion. A supplementary report will be 
made on the use of audio-visual aids 
in the work of our church in accordance 
with the instructions of the last As- 
sembly. 


The Council of Presbyterian Men at 
the meeting in Montreat in the summer 
of 1947 agreed to promote the secur- 
ing of adequate machines in each pres- 
bytery. ; 

The tremendous popularity of our re- 
corded series, ““‘Like A Mighty Army,” 
made it necessary for us to postpone 
the promotion of this field of service 
until another fiscal year. We have sev- 
eral hundred dollars worth of initial 
recordings of sermons and of musical 
programs which we are having to hold. 
They will be processed as soon as the 
way is clear. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN RADIO 
COMMITTEE, 


John H. Marion, Jr., Chairman 
Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., 

Alex R. Batchelor, 

S. J. Patterson, Jr., 

P. D. Miller, 

Peter H. Pleune, 

William H. Williams, 

T. E. Veitch, 

Arthur V. Gibson, 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


The Return from Exile 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 18 


Ezra 1—6; Haggai; Lesson Text, Ezrai:1-4; 4:23-24; Haggai 1:3-8, 13-14 


Jerusalem was completely destroyed, 
as Jeremiah and Ezekiel had predicted, 
py Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, 
in the year 587 B. C. For fifty years 
it lay waste. Then in 538 B. C. Baby- 


lon was captured by Cyrus, King of - 


Persia, and the Persians became the 
masters of the Hast. 


I. High Hopes—The Decree of Cyrus 


In the first year of his reign, that 
is, the first year after his conquest of 
Babylon, Cyrus issued a royal decree 
which contained four specifications: 
(1) a declaration that Jehovah, the God 
of heaven, had given into his hands 
all the kingdoms of the earth; (2) the 
claim that Jehovah had commanded 
him to build him a house in Jerusalem; 
(3) permission for all of Jehovah’s peo- 
ple who wished, to return to their land 
and build this house in Jerusalem, and 
(4) a request that those Jews who pre- 
ferred to remain in Babylonia help their 
brethren who wished to return with 
money and with goods and with beasts, 
in addition to the free will offering that 
they might make for the temple. 

The news contained in this proclama- 
tion must have run through the empire 
like wildfire and stirred them to 2 
frenzy of enthusiasm. The devout ana 
God-fearing people who had heard or 
read of promises of the prophets may 
well have felt that dreams had become 
realities and prophecies fulfillments. 
Somewhat comparable is the interest 
of present-day Jews in the establish- 
ment of a Jewish homeland in Pales- 
tine. 

To those of us who live long after, 
it seems a little strange that Cyrus, a 
heathen king, should have issued such 
a proclamation in the name of Jehovah, 
the God of Israel. And yet is it not 
so strange. Cyrus was a wise ruler, an1 
recent cuneiform inscriptions show us 
that he uniformly spoke the language 
of the people whom he conquered. Thus 
when he wrote to the Babylonians, he 
said that their god, Marduk, had called 
him to be king. In more than one in- 
scription, Cyrus is represented as re- 
storing to their original homes or tem- 
ples the local gods brought by Naboni- 
dus to Babylon; this would involve in 
some cases at least a restoration of the 
native shrines. More than that there 
has recently been discovered a procla- 
mation which Cyrus issued when he first 
ascended the throne of Babylon. In it 
he says that Merodach grants permis- 
sion to all the exiles in Babylon to re- 
turn to their homes with their gods and 


asks them to pray for him. It thus 
appears that the permission which Cy- 
rus gave to the Jews to return to their 
native land was only part of a wider 
permission granted to all the subject 
people in the land. 

Why did Cyrus grant this permis- 
sion to the people whom the Babylon- 
ians had carried captive? Two motives 
probably carried weight with him. First, 
political considerations. It was an easy 
and wise way in which to win the af- 
fections of the different elements of 
his new empire. It had been the As- 
syrian and Babylonian policy to deport 
conquered people and to replace them 
by loyal subjects from other parts of 
the empire. It became the policy of 
Cyrus and his successors to encourage 
each subject race to retain its ancestral 
faith and to retain its local customs in 
its own home. And the Persians were 
more successful than previous empires 
in holding the loyalty of conquered peo- 
ples. 

But there was also a religious con- 
sideration. As Foakes-Jackson has 
pointed out, the tone of his proclama- 
tion to his new subjects, the proclama- 
tion referred to above, is distinctly re- 
ligious, and is in favor of the idea that 
the conqueror believed himself an ap- 
pointed instrument in the hands of God. 
This motive would undoubtedly be in- 
creased if some of the prophecies of 
the Old Testament were brought to his 
attention, as no doubt they were, it may 
be by the statesman Daniel. Cf. Isa. 
44:28; 45:12-13; Jer. 29:10; 25:11. 
And so, the writer of the book of Ezra, 
seeing deeper than a mere secular his- 
torian would have done, says, Jehovah 
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, King of 
Persia, so that he made a proclamation, 
etc. 


II. Deep Disappointment—tThe Diflicul- 
ties of the Returned Exiles. 


Most of the Jews preferred to remain 
in Babylonia, where they had estab- 
lished their homes and their business. 
Only a minority took advantage of Cy- 
rus’ generous offer, just as today only 
a minority wish to return to their an- 
cestral land. In Ezra 2:1-70 we read 
that 42,360 made the trip under the 
leadership of Zerubbabel, a grandson of 
Jehoiachin, one of the last kings of 
Judah. Zerubbabel became the civil 
head of the restored community, gover- 
nor of the Persian province of Judah. 
The ecclesiastical head of the commun- 
ity was Jeshua or Joshua, grandson of 
Seriah, who was chief priest at the time 
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of the destruction of the temple in 586. 
The returned exiles settled partly in 
Jerusalem, partly in a number of towns 
and villages in the neighborhood. 

As pointed out by W. E. Barnes in 
the Cambridge Bible, these Jews did 
not find the land unoccupied. “On the 
contrary they had to settle down in 
the midst of a foreign population, the 
people of the land who no doubt out- 
numbered them. The Philistines had 
pressed into Judah from the west, the 
Ammonites and Moabites from the East, 
and the Edomites from the South. Ju- 
dah was perhaps hardly more than a 
geographical expression, denoting a 
land in which the Jews were now only 
a struggling minority. Whole villages 
which had been Jewish were Gentile in 
the days of Zerubbabel. Jerusalem and 
its environs alone represented the old 
Jewish state which had been ruled by 
the kings.” 

The walls of the city, we recall, had 
been overthrown, the houses destroyed, 
the temple burned with fire by the Chal- 
deans, fifty years before. The massive 
foundations of the temple laid by Solo- 
mon, however, probably suffered little 
through the burning of the house. Even 
the walls, built as they were of huge 
stones, must have remained standing. 
But the building as a whole had been 
sadly disfigured, and remained an empty 
hulk. 

The first public act of the restored 
community was the erection of the altar 
of burnt offering upon its old site in 
the temple courts (Ezra 3:2ff). Here 
sacrifices were offered and prayers were 
made while the house itself remained 
in ruins. The following year (Ezra 
3:8) the restoration of the temple was 
begun. The work was checked almost 
immediately however and was not re- 
sumed for sixteen years. Various 
causes contributed to this inactivity. 

As pointed out by Driver in the Cen- 
tury Bible: ‘‘The fifty years of captivity 
had taught the exiles that it was possi- 
ble to preserve at least the main prin- 
ciples of their religion without altar or 
temple."’ In spite of this fact, ‘‘the more 
zealous party would no doubt have made 
some effort to rebuild the temple and 
reorganize public worship upon its for- 
mer footing had not a series of unto- 
ward circumstances stood in the way. 
The half-caste Samaritans, descendants 
partly of foreign colonists, partly of 
Israelites, who has escaped the captiv- 
ity of the Northern Kingdom (B. C 
722), had begged to be allowed to help 
in the work of rebuilding the Temple, 
but their offer had been refused by the 
Jews, partly no doubt upon religious 
grounds, but partly also, it is probable, 
from a fear of compromising their po- 
litical independence, and forfeiting the 
privileges secured to them by the edict 
of Cyrus, if they formed alliances with 
their neighbors; and the effect of the 
refusal was that the Samaritans became 
the determined foes of the Jews and, 
probably by misrepresentation to the 

local Persian authorities, succeeded in 
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seriously impeding the further progress 
of the work (Ezra 4:1-5, 24). Ezra 
4:6-23 does not relate to the rebuild- 
ing of the temple, but to the rebuilding 
of the walls. The time also is not the 
reign of Cyrus, or his immediate suc- 
cessors, but that of Xerxes and Arta- 
xerxes, who reigned after the temple 
was completed as related in the follow- 
ing chapters. The writer here departs 
from the chronological order that he 
might set forth the continued opposi- 
tion of the Samaritans in later years. 
The story of the temple is resumed in 
4:24. It might be well to place sec- 
tion 4:6-23, including one of the verses 
of our printed lesson, in parenthesis. 
The main point is that the building 
ceased for sixteen years. 

There were other discouragements 
for the returned exiles. As indicated in 
Zechariah 8:10, ‘“‘there was no safety to 
him that went out or came in, because 
of the adversary,’”’ the reference being 
probably to raids made by the Samari- 
tans or other neighbors, though trou- 
bles arising from the passage of Per- 
sian troops through Judah, when Cam- 
byses invaded Egypt in 527, may also 
be included. ‘‘Nor was this all. The 
land had laid neglected for 50 years, 
and it was a long and laborious task to 
bring it into proper cultivation again; 
a succession of bad seasons added to 
the difficulty; droughts prevailed, the 
scanty crops were blasted by mildew 
and beaten down by hail; a few in- 
deed were prosperous enough to dwell 
in ‘paneled’ houses but the people gen- 
erally were impoverished and disap- 
pointed (Haggai 1:4, 6, 9-11; 2:16-17; 
Zech. 8:10). The Second Isaiah had 
portrayed dazzling visions of the resto- 
ration, a triumphal progress of the 
exiles returning through the desert; nu- 
ble trees and cooling waters affording 
them refreshment by the way; Jerusa- 
lem resplendent with every glory; the 
people basking in peace and felicity; 
the nations of the earth envious of 
their happiness and vying with one an- 
other in showing them honor and re- 
spect. The reality was a bitter disen- 
chantment (as it usually is when ex- 
pectations have been high); the peo- 
ple were disheartened; they concluded 
that the wrath of God was not yet re- 
moved from them (Zech. 1:12), and 
that ‘the time had not yet come for 
Jehovah’s house to be built.’” (Hag- 
gai 1:2.) These were the conditions 
when the prophet Haggai appears with 
a message from the Lord. 


III. The Message of the Prophet: Time 
to Rebuild 


Nothing is known of Haggai’s ante- 
cedents. He appears very suddenly on 
the scene in 526 B. C., delivers several 
messages to Zerubbabel, the civil gov- 
ernor, and through him to the people, 
and then disappears from sight. He 
was probably a very old man who had 
seen the former temple, and had just 
one message to give. This message had 
to do with the rebuilding of the tem- 
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ple. It came on four different occa- 
sions, scattered over a period of sev- 
eral months. The first address, the 
only one with which we are now con- 
cerned, is recorded in chapter one. 

This address can be summarized very 
briefly. The scarcity from which the 
Jews were suffering was a reminder 
from Jehovah to stir them up to con- 
sider their ways. Hitherto they had 
taken too much thought for their own 
comfort, and had built paneled houses 
for themselves, while they were content 
to leave the House of Jehovah lying 
waste. Let them now repair their fault 
and Jehovah will bless them once more 
in their corn and wine and oil (theiz 
chief agricultural products). 


The fault for which Haggai blamed 
his countrymen was that they were con- 
tent that the temple should remain in 
ruins while their own houses were fin- 
ished with timber. They said, “The 
time has not come, the time that the 
Lord’s house should be rebuilt.” Abun- 
dant reasons could be given to them 
to justify this attitude: hard times, a 
succession of bad harvests which 
seemed to indicate that God was still 
angry with them, the fact that divine 
worship was carried on even if the 
temple itself did remain in ruins, the 
heavy labor involved, the danger that 
the enterprise would excite the jealousy 
and hostility of the non-Jewish popu- 
lation as it had a generation before. 

In answer to these objections Haggai 
declares: (1) You are not willing to 
rebuild God’s house, but you have built 
good houses for yourselves. (2) Your 
bad times, your poor crops, are due to 
God’s displeasure; repair the temple 
and God will bless you with material 
prosperity. 

“Is it time for you,’”’ he cries in vs. 
4, ‘“‘to dwell in your ceiled houses and 
this house lies waste?’ To ceil was 
to line a building with wood; thus to 
put down a floor with timber, to panel 
the walls, and to put on a roof of 
rafters and boards are only different 
parts of the process of ceiling. The 
point of Haggai’s reproof is that the 
Jews are not content to live in unceiled 
houses themselves and yet they shrink 
from the labor of cutting and fitting 
timber for the house of the Lord. 

Now, therefore, thus saith Jehovah 
of Hosts: ‘Consider your ways (i. e., 
your actions and their results): You 
have sown much, and bring in little; 
you do not have enough to eat or to 
drink; your clothing is insufficient, he 
that earneth wages earneth wages to 
put into a bag of holes’’—a very ex- 
pressive figure. Wages are so low, or 
inflation was so great, that their money 
slipped through their fingers and there 
was nothing to show for it. ‘You 
looked for much, and lo it came to 
little, and when you brought it home, 
I did blow upon it.’ In other words, 
the little they were able to raise dis- 
appeared as suddenly as though it had 
been blown away by the wind. 

The explanation for this poverty and 
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want, Haggai explains in vs. 8, is that 
every man has run to his own house, 
that is to serve his own interests, and 
has at the same time neglected God’s 
interests, God’s house. The remedy is 
to go up into the mountainous country 
about Jerusalem and bring back wood 
and ceil the temple. Then God will be 
pleased (vs. 7) and will glorify him- 
self by pouring out his blessing upon 
the community. 

The response of the people to the 
prophet’s summons is_ indicated in 
1:12-15. To begin with, the Jews with 
their leaders hearkened to (rather than 
obeyed) the prophet’s words and re- 


_eceived them reverently as from Jeho- 


vah. Haggai, seeing the changed atti- 
tude, then turned from warning to en- 
couragement. Solomon’s temple had 
been built by a powerful king with the 
help of the king of Tyre, of Sidonian 
artificers, and of thousands of work- 
men (I Kings 5:1-18). The Jews were 
now few in numbers, poor in resources, 
and they faced the hostility of their 
neighbors. Haggai assured them that 
they could carry the project through 
with God’s help. Asa result, the appre- 
hensions of the people were overcome, 
they came in from their fields, and 
made a start on the work. It was no 
easy task. There were many discour- 
agements to face and overcome. But 
finally four years later the temple was 
completed. Then as we shall see there 
were other tasks. 


For Further Consideration 

1. The Jewish nation had been de- 
stroyed. A new start was now being 
made. The one thing that the people 
considered to be all important and the 
only thing which the sacred writer con- 
siders worthy of record was the re- 
establishment of worship and the build- 
ing of the temple around which the 
worship centered. Were the Jews wise 
in thus putting religion at the center 
of their renewed life? What value does 
religion have for the nation today? 

2. When obstacies arose, the Jews 
grew discouraged and ceased their 
building. Sixteen years passed by an4d 
they took up their work under the in- 
spiration of Haggai and Zechariah, and 
through the continued support of these 
men the work was finished. Is the 
church lagging in its work today? Your 
church, or any of its various organiza- 
tions? If so, wherein? And what can 
you and I do about it? Are the diffi- 
cultias, the discouragements, real or 
imaginary? Take a specific problem— 
the task of religious education. The 
recent decision of the Supreme Court 
seems to have brought to an end a very 
promising development—weekday re- 
ligious education in our public schools. 
Shall we “give up’ or shall we find 
other ways, within the Supreme Court 
decision, by which our original objec- 
tives can be attained? 

Discouragements come to us as they 
came to the men of Judah, about the 
work of our local church, about build- 
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ing the Kingdom of God on earth, about 
puilding world peace. We need to put 
more trust in God, in his purposes for 
man, and to go forward in spite of all 
obstacles, in spite of insignificant be- 
ginnings, counting on his help. It is 
time to build. ‘“‘Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” 





BOOK NOTES 





NOT BY MIGHT. By A. J. Muste. 
Harpers, New York. 227 pp. $2.50. 


This book is a sequel to the author’s 
earlier, Non-Violence in an Aggressive 
World. It presents both a theology and 
a technique for the pacifist position in 
the atomic age. From the theological 
standpoint, the author considers con- 
science as the final arbiter of life, he 
discusses the doctrine of love as ap- 
plicable and essential, not only in the 
individual life but in society. In fact, 
he is very clear that any doctrine which 
is recognized as valid in personal rela- 
tions must be preached with equal in- 
sistence to the state, the business world, 
the race, the culture. It is at such points 
that he collides kindly, but effectively, 
with the neo-orthodox theologians in 
general and with Reinhold Niebuhr in 
particular, when he urges with great 
vigor that the way of pacifism is not 
only possible, but the only true realism 
today. He heads it up in his trenchant 
interpretation of the cross of Christ. 


Dr. Muste impresses his readers far 
more than the average man of his ideas. 
While he is ‘‘out of this world,” as all 
thorough-going Christianity is, he is in 
the world very truly in his deep, human 
sympathy and understanding, He is 
strictly honest: he faces the limitations 
of his position; he is broadminded; he 
recognizes that many non-pacifists are 
Christian; he does not hold joining his 
organization to be essential. He is con- 
structive; while he clings to the nega- 
tive term ‘“‘passifism,’’ his argument is 
positive. He is at home in the fields of 
theology, of philosophy, of sociology, 
and of science. 


Among many good things this book 
should do, perhaps none will be more 
important than its driving home to the 
hearts of sincere men how very far even 
the church of today is from taking the 
gospel seriously. 
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THE GOODLY FELLOWSHIP OF 
THE PROPHETS. By John Paterson. 
Chas, Scribner’s Sons, New York. 313 
pp-, $3.00. 


This book is the outgrowth of lectures 
delivered during recent years to groups 
of ministers and other adult Bible stu- 
dents, The author and the publishers 
have done well to make the material 
more widely available. 


Dr. Paterson’s scholarship is thor- 
ough, but his treatment is not technical. 
He sweeps into the background the 
“sawdust of criticism” in order to pre- 
sent the vital and ageless message of the 
prophets. 

Each prophet is presented in his his- 
torical setting, with details of his per- 
sonal life and an account of his place 
in the history of Israel. The reader will 
be impelled to pass beyond casual read- 
ing to careful study of the words and 
records of the prophets themselves. 

Merely to mention one of the excel- 
lent features of the book, any Bible stu- 
dent will appreciate the lucid treatment 
of prophecy and apocalyptic in the chap- 
ter on Joel. 

The epilogue entitled: ‘‘Christ: The 
Goal of Prophecy’”’ concludes the study 
in a most satisfying way. In his teach- 
ing, his person, and his kingdom, Christ 
is the consummation of prophecy; and 
in him the aspirations of the prophets 
and their disciples are realized in spirit- 
ual glory for surpassing the somewhat 
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earth-bound forms of prophetic antici- 
pation. 
The selected bibliography and the in- 
dexes are admirable. 
E. D. KERR. 
Decatur, Ga. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Have This In Mind. Gerald Kennedy. 
Harper & Brothers. $2.00. 

The Master Guide to Religious Films. 
Selected Films Release Eervice, Whittier, 
Calif. 

The Oldest Christian Hymn-Book. Mich- 
ael MarYosip. Gresham’s, Temple, Texas. 

The Reconstruction of Humanity. Piti- 
rim A. Sorokin. Beacon Press, $3.00. 


Christian Voices in China. Chester S. 
Miao. Friendship Press. $2.00. 

Around the Mediterranean With My Bi- 
ble. Harriet-Louise H. Patterson. Jud- 
son Press. $3.00. 
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The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

James L. Doom, Jacksonville, Ala., 
has become pastor of the Hartsville, S. 
C., church, Address: Home Ave. 

R. E. Craig, pastor of the A. R. P. 
church, Gastonia, N. C., has been called 
to the J. J. White Memorial church, Mc- 
Comb, Miss. 

Paul C. Dickenson from Palmetto, 
Fla., to 8401 2nd Ave., S. Birmingham 
6, Ala. 

William H. Foster, Jr., former Navy 
chaplain and before that in the First 
church, Lubbock, Texas, recently study- 
ing at Princeton Seminary and Columbia 
University, will begin his new work as 
assistant to the pastor of the First 
church, Houston, Texas, on May 15. 

F. Z. Browne from Pecos, Texas, to 
126 E. Grand Ave., Tonkawa, Okla, 

©. B. Yeargan from Fairfield, Texas, 
to Route 5, Longview, Texas. 

J. Clyde Plexico, recently reported 
here as expecting to resign his West 
Asheville, N. C., pastorate in order to 
enter fulltime evangelistic work, has re- 
sponded to the urgent request of his con- 
gregation and withdrawn his resigna- 
tion. 








ADVICE 

Cc. C. McNeill, Pompano Beach, Fla., 
honorably retired by Mecklenburg Pres- 
bytery, says, after removal of cataract 
from each eye, “Glad to advise anyone 
on cost and value of cataract operation.”’ 
He is still under treatment with hope of 
satisfactory results. 


USA NOMINEE 

Jesse H. Baird, president of San 
Francisco Theological Seminary, San 
Anselmo, Calif., has been endorsed by 
the Presbytery of San Francisco as a 
nominee for the Moderatorship of the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Assembly, 
Seattle, May 27. 


ENGAGEMENT 

Roy T. Sherrod, Jr., Sandston, Va., 
and Mary Hines Beard Bivens, Hills- 
boro, N. C., now director of religious 
education at the First church, Rich- 
mond, Va., have announced their en- 
gagement. The wedding is set for May. 

Edgar C. Reckard, Jr., of Huntington, 
W. Va., student at the Yale Divinity 
School, and Susanna McWhorter, Lewis- 
burg, W. Va., have announced their en- 
gagement, with the wedding scheduled 
for June 26. 

The engagement of Dorothy Dell 
Downing and James H. Skelton, both 
missionaries to Brazil, which was re- 
cently reported (OUTLOOK, March 15) 
has been terminated. Now the engage- 
ment of Miss Downing to Mr. Harry 
Fanstone, medical student, son of Eng- 
lish missionaries, has been announced. 
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Miss Downing’s present address is Hos- 
pital Evangelico Goiano, Anapolis, E. de 
Goias, Brazil. 


BEST SERMONS 

Robert E. Cogswell, Tunstall, Va., 
won second prize and Harvey H. Orr, 
Rose Hill, won third prize in the Rural 
Sermon contest conducted by the Vir- 
ginia Council of Churches, First award 
went to Murray L. Wagner, Church of 
the Brethren, Weyer’s Cave, Va., for 
“The Man With the Plow.” Mr. Cogs- 
well’s topic was “‘A Message from an 
Ancient Country Preacher,’ while Dr. 
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Orr’s was on ‘‘The Secret of Fruit Bears 
ing.” The contest for the new year 
opened April 1. Winners of the con 
test from several years will expect t@ 
have their sermons published in a vol 
ume of Virginia Rural Life Sermons, 


INVITATIONS 

Jose Coffin, moderator of the ne 
General Assembly of the Presbyter 
Church of Mexico, and William A. Kerr, 
who holds the same office in the Presby-* 
terian Church of Brazil, have been in- 
vited to attend the USA General Assem- 
bly in Seattle in May. 
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